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It has been another rewarding year for all the teachers in 4
the Primary English department! In this article, | will focus on the
extension of our EDB NET Section phonics programme into P2.

In 2023/24, we launched a new phonics programme with support
from the Advisory Teachers at the EDB NET Section and it was a big success. So much so that Miss
Rainy and | had the opportunity to present our work at the Education University of Hong Kong. This
year, we have extended this into P2 and are continuing to see great results both in student ability to
decode and encode words, but also in their enthusiasm for reading, their problem-solving skills, and
their resilience when faced with a challenging task.

There is a lot of work still to be done, and the programme will continue into P3 and perhaps
even beyond, but we are confident that the students reading, writing, comprehension and spelling
will be markedly improved by this approach, and | encourage all parents to sound out words with
their children at home! Some of the P2 parents joined me on Parent’s Night for a brief presentation
on this topic and | greatly appreciated their commitment and enthusiasm for literacy.

Navigatingjlransitions:
Empowering|StudentsilhroughlChange;

/
= ‘  /by NIr’{Gabriel Mak

This year, | have the privilege of teaching two groups of
students experiencing significant changes in their school lives.
® S1 is transitioning from primary to secondary school, while S3E is
moving from junior to senior secondary. These transitions have been
personally enlightening, revealing the students’ strength and vulnerability.

S1 students are anxious about the unknown, with one particularly attached to primary school,
concerned about having an English-only teacher and new responsibilities. | regularly check in with
them, offering encouragement and creating a safe space for communication. Gradually, I've seen
their confidence grow.

S3E students face pressure to excel academically and decide their future paths. One student,
preparing for senior secondary, often expressed fears and uncertainties about his future. Beyond
studying strategies, we discussed his dreams, insecurities, and the importance of bravery and risk-
taking. | reassured him, helped him manage his stress, and celebrated his small successes, which
boosted his confidence.

These experiences have shown me that teaching transcends imparting facts; it involves
fostering personal growth and being supportive. It requires presence, understanding, and belief in
students, even when they doubt themselves.
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| am writing in response to the article written by Chris Chung in the North Hong Kong
Afternoon Post dated 15th March. It is about whether Hong Kong students are unlikely to
gain work experience or volunteer during the summer. | disagree with the ideas in the article
because some students believe that work experience and volunteering are very meaningful
and can help their future.

Dear Editor,

Firstly, gaining work experience and volunteering can provide other learning
experiences, which can enhance a CV for job interviews and further studies. Nowadays,
many schools, universities, and companies consider these experiences when assessing
an individual's suitability for a job or course. Therefore, some students are keen to gain such
experiences to increase their chances of success in interviews.

Secondly, the benefits of gaining work experience and volunteering include developing important traits such
as hard work, communication skills, and independence. Many students are losing these life skills due to family
influences. Gaining these experiences can provide Hong Kong students with a conducive environment to develop
these life skills, which are essential for survival in society.

Finally, work experience and volunteering can help students find a sense of achievement. Working and
volunteering can be more fulfilling than studying, as not everyone is suited to academic pursuits. It can provide an
environment that makes students feel satisfied. Therefore, students believe it is meaningful to gain work experience
and volunteer.

In conclusion, | strongly believe that Hong Kong students are likely to gain work experience or volunteer during
the summer because it can provide other learning experiences, build good character, and make students feel a
sense of achievement.

Yours faithfully,

Hayden
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